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Trans-Tasman 3 Minute Thesis 
competition – UWS winner Tim 
Paris 

UWS 3MT contestant Tim Paris, won the 2012 Trans-
Tasman 3 Minute Thesis competition hosted by the 
University of Queensland.

Tim competed with finalists from more than 42 
universities across Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong and 
the South Pacific. Titled “Brain Waves that Predict the 
Future”, Tim’s 3 minute presentation focused on his PhD 
research into the differences in the way the brain 
processes expected and unexpected events.

Tim received a $5000 research travel grant and UWS has 
been invited to host the 2013 Trans-Tasman 3 Minute 
Thesis competition.

Watch Tim’s presentation thanks to UQ 
“Brain waves that predict the future”

The PVC Research, Professor Andrew Cheetham said “This 
is a terrific achievement for Tim and for UWS. We are 
delighted to be hosting the Trans-Tasman event at UWS in 
2013. It is a testament to the value of the 3mt that it has 
been enthusiastically taken up in many parts of the globe. 

I am looking forward to a big response from UWS students 
next year as everyone who participates finds it valuable in 
honing communication skills and, not only that, it is also 
good fun. This will be an excellent opportunity to 
showcase UWS for our researchers and research students 
so we will be calling for participants and volunteers to 
help.”

Congratulations to Tim and his supervisors  – Associate 
Professor Jeesun Kim and Professor Chris Davis from the 
MARCS Institute, and Dr John Cass from the School of 
Social Sciences and Psychology. Tim is enrolled in the 
MARCS Institute.

Watch other UWS 2012 finalists here;

Watch other UWS 2012 finalists here;  
www.uws.edu.au/research/current_research_students/
three_minute_thesis_competition
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Tim Paris
PVC Research, Professor Andrew Cheetham

http://vimeo.com/51274877
http://www.uws.edu.au/research/current_research_students/three_minute_thesis_competition
http://www.uws.edu.au/research/current_research_students/three_minute_thesis_competition
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Graduation September 

38 higher degree research candidates graduated in 
September. Congratulations to all of you and your 
supervisors. “Graduating has given me a sense of relief 
and purpose ... this journey has reached a new turning 

point and I am as excited as I was when I began my 
research. My own fascination with the issues surrounding 
marriage, migration and media was my inspiration to 
search for possibilities and answers”. – Dr. Asha Shand

 

UWS VC Professor Janice 
Reid and the Governor-
General, Ms Quentin Bryce 
AC CVO

Dr Asha Chand, School of Humanities 
and Communication Arts 

Professor Ivor Indyk, Whitlam Chair in Writing and Society and Dr James 
Ley, distinguished literary critic for the Age and Australian Book Review, 
editor of Writing and Society’s projected online journal Sydney Review 
of Books and just awarded PhD for a thesis on ‘literary criticism in the 
public sphere’ which is to be published by Continuum in the UK.

Thesis Defence at UWS

The MARCS Institute held a thesis defence for recent PhD 
graduate Ben Schultz as part of the requirements of the 
partner university, l’Universite Lumiere Lyon 2, for his 
Cotutelle award. The Cotutelle degree is an initiative of the 
French government whereby the student studies at two 
universities, usually where there is already joint 
collaborative work being conducted by researchers, and 
the student graduates with a degree from both institutions.

Prof Cathi Best of the MARCS Institute acted as Jury 
President and the Jury members were Professor Justin 
Harris University of Sydney, A/Professor Emery Schubert, 
University of New South Wales, and Professor Fredrik 
Ullen, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm. Professor Ullen 
provided his questions to the Jury President as he was in 
transit at the time. Ben gave a 45 minute presentation and 
then answered questions put by the jury. The meeting was 
open with many staff and students attending.

Ben’s supervisors, Prof Kate Stevens (UWS), Professor 
Barbara Tillman, (l’Universite Lumiere Lyon 2), and A/Prof 
Peter Keller (UWS) were required to be present at the 
defence and offer comment on the candidature. Professor 
Tillman participated by Skype from France at a very early 
hour of the day. Barbara spoke of the history of the grant 
that was the basis of Ben’s PhD and the logistics of 
working in two hemispheres. Kate agreed that the 
collaboration had indeed already commenced before Ben 
applied but when he arrived he brought his own ideas to 
the project. During his candidature Ben had multiple 
conference presentations, one paper published and two 
more are anticipated which will be four published articles 
altogether.  

The title of Ben’s thesis: “An Investigation of the Implicit 
Learning of Metrical and Non-metrical Temporal Patterns”.

Ben’s Cotutelle  viva will be followed by  a post-doc  
position starting a week following the defence at McGill 
University in Canada.

Congratulations to MARCS in holding the first Thesis 
Defence conducted at UWS. The Thesis Defence 
completed the final requirements of the degree for Lyon 
and the Jury awarded the degree at the highest level 
possible.

Professor Tillman on Skype from Lyon

Ben Shultz, A/Prof Peter Keller, MARCS UWS, Prof Cathi Best MARCS, Prof 
Justin Harris University of Sydney, A/Prof Emery Schubert, UNSW and Prof 
Kate Stevens MARCS Institute with a virtual Prof Tillman on Skype.
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Message from the Research Studies 
Committee 
 
Confirmation of candidature should be completed within 
six months for full-time students. 12 months should 
always be seen as the outside limit, not the norm, even 
for part-timers where possible. The driver is not the policy 
stated date limit (which only provides the outer limit) but 
what is good for the candidature. The affirmation of a 
Confirmation of Candidature is a signal to proceed with 
the research and allows to the student to submit their 
Ethics Application. Delays beyond six months can impede 
progress and may have a deleterious effect on progress of 
the candidature. Some candidatures associated with 
funded projects may conduct the Confirmation even 
earlier. Confirmations are living documents in that they are 
reviewed at the Annual Progress Report and plans may 
change as the research develops.

Budgets are now required at Confirmation of Candidature 
and when Annual Progress reports are completed. This to 
ensure that students and supervisors consider how 
candidature support funds may benefit the candidature. 
Students can also apply for funds at other times. 

Confirmations of candidature may be “open”. That is, 

people outside the advisory committee may attend such 
as fellow students and School staff. This is not compulsory 
and additional members do not contribute to the 
assessment of the candidature. Students who have had 
open confirmations say that they enjoyed presenting their 
work to their peers and supervisors found that it sparked 
interest in student research. The RSC also noted that the 
external advisor on the Confirmation panel can often open 
opportunities to build networks and collaborations of 
benefit to the candidature.

A reminder about candidature time; 3 years full time is the 
norm for completion of a doctorate. Students should 
always plan to complete within 3 years. Additional time is 
“wriggle room” if there are any problems that slow down 
progress beyond the originally planned 3 year completion. 

The Research Studies Committee is a standing committee 
of Academic Senate and it provides advice to Senate on 
academic matters relating to research and higher degree 
candidates. On behalf of Senate, it oversees the 
candidatures of those students and has the delegated 
authority to approve the conferral of research higher 
degrees. The committee provides advice to Senate 
regarding the development of research training policy in 
the University.

Open Access - What is it and how 
does it affect you? 
 
Open Access is a growing international movement 
encouraging unrestricted sharing of research results.  
It means free, immediate, online access to scholarly 
research. The implications for academia, science, 
medicine, industry and society are enormous. All UWS 
PhD and Masters Honours theses are made freely 
available in the UWS Institutional Repository. The 
Repository is harvested by Google, Google Scholar, Trove 
and many other search engines, so the reach of your 
research is automatically extended beyond your 
supervisors and your friends. This may even lead to 
unexpected research collaborations. Make sure you 

remember to sign the ‘Right of Access’ form and include it 
with your thesis when submitting it to the Academic 
Registrar’s Office to ensure the Library is able to add your 
thesis to the Repository. They pass on your thesis to the 
Library so you don’t need to do that. 

The Library recently conducted a webinar outlining open 
access and how it relates to UWS. The webinar can be 
viewed via this link.

https://sas.elluminate.com/mr.jnlp?suid=M.C9F6C43C429
B1753E0BE8427AFA156&sid=2012010 

Please contact Susan Robbins Research Services 
Coordinator for further information s.robbins@uws.edu.au 
9852 5458

Open Access:  
Research freely available at our fingertips

eResearch News 
 
There’s news on the data management front from the 
eResearch team. A new webpage is up, which describes 
Data Management, and provide a few tools for you to get 
on the bandwagon (if you’re not there already). Check it 
out here: http://uws.edu.au/research/researchers/data_
management . eResearch and ITS have also recently 
purchased some additional infrastructure as part of the 
Research Data Repository project. This infrastructure has 
been set up and on the cusp of being ready for researcher 

use. You can read more about what’s happening with that 
here: http://eresearch.uws.edu.au/blog/2012/11/14/
research-data-repository-update-november-2012/. The 
UWS eResearch team also attended and presented at the 
eResearch Australasia Conference, which was hosted right 
here in Sydney. Many of the presentations at that 
conference can be found here: http://conference.
eresearch.edu.au/eres2012/program/. Stay tuned as more 
eResearch and Data Management tools become available, 
we will post on the eResearch page http://eresearch.uws.
edu.au. 

https://sas.elluminate.com/mr.jnlp%3Fsuid%3DM.C9F6C43C429B1753E0BE8427AFA156%26sid%3D2012010
https://sas.elluminate.com/mr.jnlp%3Fsuid%3DM.C9F6C43C429B1753E0BE8427AFA156%26sid%3D2012010
mailto:s.robbins%40uws.edu.au?subject=
http://eresearch.uws.edu.au/blog/2012/11/14/research-data-repository-update-november-2012/
http://eresearch.uws.edu.au/blog/2012/11/14/research-data-repository-update-november-2012/
http://conference.eresearch.edu.au/eres2012/program/
http://conference.eresearch.edu.au/eres2012/program/
http://eresearch.uws.edu.au
http://eresearch.uws.edu.au
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School of Education Higher Degree 
Research Student Conference 2012 

Thirty-three Candidates from the School of Education, the 
Centre for Educational Research and the Centre for 
Positive Psychology and Education presented their work in 
concurrent sessions at the HDR student conference in 
September. The presentations extended into the early 
evening and were followed by dinner. Poster presentations 
were on display during afternoon tea. The conference was 
a great success and will be held annually in the future.

There is a paucity of research on the effects of 
acculturation and enculturation on the academic 
outcomes and the psychosocial well being of cultural 
minority students within Australia. 

To assess the impact of these concepts on minority 
students, it is necessary to establish an accurate 
understanding of existing theoretical models which predict 

them. Nyrie’s presentation reviewed advances and 
limitations of current theoretical and conceptual models of 
acculturation and enculturation.  Her work will inform and 
direct future advances in acculturation and enculturation 
measures.

The developed countries are currently facing a shortage of 
nurses. To solve the problem, international organisations 
are trying to increase nurse migration from developing 
countries to developed countries, for example from China 
to Australia. However, there are considerable differences 
across the world in the pedagogy for preparing nurses.

Yonggui’s study aims to contribute to understanding 
seminaries and differences of nursing pedagogy between 
Australia and China. It will investigate the relationships 
between nursing pedagogy and nursing curriculum, social 
cultural context, and professional identity.  The findings of 
the study may help nurses in developing countries such as 
China to understand Australian nursing pedagogy and 
make the transplantation smoothly within the context of 
globalisation.

A silly link to start the silly season

http://researchinprogress.tumblr.com 

Open access explained in a short 
video

www.phdcomics.com/comics.php?n=1533

Nyrie Nalbandian PhD candidate, with her poster Longing and 
Belonging: Elucidating advances and limitations of current acculturation 
and enculturation theory

Yonggui Jin, PhD candidate and her poster Investigating Nursing 
Pedagogy between China and Australia; A Comparative Case Study

Dropbox 
 
DropBox have a space promotion that utilises different 
universities to race against one another by a referral 
process. The more referrals that we get the more free 
space that DropBox provides.

You can see it here- www.dropbox.com/spacerace

UWS is currently 21st with 3G of free space allocated to all 
that sign up.

For more information about Dropbox; www.dropbox.com/

Congratulations Kirstin 

Kirstin Robertson-Gillam has just returned from presenting 
her research in Brisbane at the Emerging Researchers in 
Ageing Conference. Her paper was selected from 46 for 
media interest and ABC community radio will air the 
interview over two days. 

Kirsten also won the Most Innovative Research Award 
conclusive support for her research.

There were two other prizes awarded - one for poster 
presentation and one for aural presentation. Kirstin Robertson-Gillam

http://researchinprogress.tumblr.com/
http://www.phdcomics.com/comics.php%3Fn%3D1533
https://www.dropbox.com/spacerace
https://www.dropbox.com/
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Writing & Society Research Centre 
postgrad students busy helping the 
high school students of Western 
Sydney

In 2012 postgrad students in the Writing & Society 
Research Centre ran workshops for Western Sydney high 
school creative writing students. 

The first was for St Gregory’s school in Campbelltown. Two 
students, Tom Lee and Kate Middleton, presented at the 
school’s reading evening in September. Feedback from the 
evening was unanimously positive and one teacher 
commenting: “Tom presented a discussion about the 
choices we make with words and how poetry reflects our 
relationship with those words. His presentation was very 
academic and was great for our boys to experience. Kate 
spoke beautifully about the relationship between reading 
and writing, and about her own experiences and 
reflections on reading. Her thoughts resonated with those 
listening and she made everyone feel impassioned about 
reading”. 

The second event, held on 5 October, was a Young 
Writers’ Master Class and was a component of a prize 
provided by UWS for the 13 regional finalists aged 15 – 18 
of The Sydney Morning Herald Young Writer Competition. 
Writing & Society Postgrad students, Kate Middleton and 
Felicity Castagna, ran a day of workshops for the students.  
Feedback provided reflected the enthusiastic approach of 
both Felicity and Kate in assisting students to become 
more creative and constructive writers. One student said 
“it was so beneficial for us to be able to discuss and learn 
from two such successful and amazing authors. The ideas, 
notes and advice that we gathered from the day were 
extremely helpful, and I can’t wait to start writing more 
after the HSC with Kate and Felicity’s ideas in mind”. 

The third event, the UWS Young Writers’ Day was held on 
Friday 12 October. Seventeen high schools participated 
and the event allowed UWS academics and doctoral 
candidates who are also published authors to pass on tips 
and techniques through a range of practical and interactive 
workshops. Five of the Writing & Society Research Centre 
doctoral candidates(Jesse Blackadder, Jen Craig, Tom Lee, 
Kate Middleton and Vivienne Stanton) and one Masters 
(Jan Cornall) student ran these workshops.  

Useful Links

• Great dissertation resources at 50 places to find 
dissertation support online Thanks to Research 
Whisperer @researchwhisper and @TuftsGSAS

• Data visualization toolkits and info-wonder. http://risd.
cc/RmkV9O From johnmaeda @johnmaeda 

• Dr Inger Mewburn @thesiswhisperer @SAGE_Methods 
‘How many qualitative interviews is enough?’

• 21 Sep RMIT SGR@RMITsgr 7 Habits Of Highly Visible 
PhD Students by Next Scientist

Stop Press

Indemnity and Travel Insurance

If you are undertaking offshore field work/research that 
will take longer than 6 months you must apply for an 
extension of indemnity and travel insurance.

Until further notice please email Ann Ahern  
(a.ahern@uws.edu.au) with a request and give Ann your 
name and travel itinerary.

mailto:m.krone%40uws.edu.au?subject=
http://t.co/DdxH58PA
http://t.co/DdxH58PA
https://twitter.com/researchwhisper
https://twitter.com/TuftsGSAS
http://risd.cc/RmkV9O
http://risd.cc/RmkV9O
https://twitter.com/thesiswhisperer
https://twitter.com/johnmaeda
http://t.co/dOdgLyXD
https://twitter.com/RMITsgr
http://t.co/eLnj4Ojx
http://t.co/eLnj4Ojx
mailto:a.ahern%40uws.edu.au?subject=

